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SUBJECT: Lessons Learned Number 45: Vist Gong Tunnels 

TO: See Distribution 

1, (U) Attached is the latest @Lessons Lsarnedo9 from counterinsurgency 
operations in the Republic of Vietnam, The information contained therein is 
primarily intended for use by US Advisors in Vietnam,, Lessons may be of value 
for direct application, or they may simply reinforce existing tactics, tech- 
niques or doctrine. 

2. (CME-M) Portions of the attached document are classified CONFIDE3JTIAL 
to permit freedom of expression and careful analysis of operational methods 
and tactics of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, to protect US advisor 
counterpart relations and to deny any possible use by dsurgent forces. 
Special handling is required under the applicable provisioms of DA-DCMI(A) when 
released to friendly nations. Release to personnel of the Republic of Vietnam 
will be governed by the provisions of MACV Directive 380-4, l.l Apr 64. Sani- 
tized versions of this information omitting dates, names of locations and par- 
ticipating personnel and units may be prepared for instructional purposes and/ 
or official US Anqy9 Navy or Air Force publications, 

3. (U) Comments, questions and requests for changes in distribution 
should be addressed to this Headquarters, ATTN:: J3230 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
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SUBJEZT: Lessons Learned Number 45: Viet Gong Tunnels 
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1, (U) INTRODUCTION: It has long been 

extensive use of tunnels to hide persornel and 
nals are part of an elabosate underground system that took hundreds of man- 
hours to build and form the basis of the VC defense in an area. The purpose 
of this issue of "Lessons Learned?* is to discuss; 

a. VC construction of tunnels, 

b, A successful operation to destroy I. tunnel system in Binh Duong 
Province, 

2, (CM-HA) BACKGROUND: Tunnels have been used as caches and secret 
refuges for VC individuals and units since the beginning of the insurrection, 
Tunnels were used extensively by Viet Minh forces which opposed the French as 
early as 1945 and now almost all VC controlled areas have elaborate underground 
systems and it is estimated that suc,h systems exist in contested and GVN con- 
trolled areas as well, Not only do these tunnels afford a safe haven to 
pursued forces, but they can be a means of severely wounding ARVN pursuers who 
are unfamiliar with the spike pits and booby traps installed inside the 
entrances, 

36 (W-IA) TUNNEL CHARACTERISTICS: Most underground tunnels are not 
constructed for use as active defense installations but are normally used as 
hiding places, Others, ho&ever3 contain concealed firing positions and pro- 
vide effective defense against unwary aggressors, The following characteris- 
tics are common to all VC tunnel systems: 

a* All entrances to the tunnels are camouflaged so as to merge with 
the natural surroundings, 

b, Traps, spike pits and mines are placed near t&e tunnels in dense 
patterns to discourage attacking combat troops in their attempts to locate 
the tunqels. 

Booby traps are normally placed inside the tunnels near the 
entrance ind false passages are excavated to deceive troops who successfully 
enter the tunnel, i 

d, Wooden lids, strong enough to support the earth covering them and 
not fall in when accidently stepped on,form the lids for tunnel entrancese 
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e, Spoil earth xxved frf-;;;1 thr: tuxnn-iel is disposed of by spreading 
it evenly over the surrounding arcs and covertig it with leaves, grass and 

__ 

twigs. 
. 

,. I’ f,* Onthe &x5plcter of areas where Gr~x~~d tunnels exist, VC units 
and guerrillas organize ~,?~~a-i; stru&xes and trenches to prevent or impede 
ARVN troop movement into the area, 

QQ A typical tunnel is several hundred meters long and consists of 
a main shaft, connecting corridors, multiple entrances and several air ventso 
No lighting is installed, (See Appendix l), 

44 (CMHA) SUCCZSSF'UL TUNNEL DESTRUCTICN OPERATION:: The following is 
a report of an operation conducted by element s of the 5th Division in Binh 
Duong ProvAnce in late December 196&* The plan of operation was developed 
jointly by the regimental commander and his advisor, 

a, Task Orpanization: 

8th Regimental Headquarters 
1st Battalion, 8th Regiment 
5th Division Recon Company 
Engineer Company 
1 Compaq, 2d Battalion, 7th Regiment (Heliborne Reserve) 

b, Supporting Forces: 

L-19 (Observation and radio relay) 
Armed Helicopters 
Artillery (3 Platoons, 1Oa Howitzers) 
Fighter Aircraft 

CQ Missions Capture VC district committee members; search and de- 
stroy VC installations and tunnels in the area of operations. 

. d. . :.I-:- Concept of Operationsz, 1st Battalion, 8th Regiment was to attack 
from the south, while the 5th Recon Company was to move by boat initW.ly and 
then attack overland from the north, These units were reinforced by an engin- 
eer company which was to assist in destroying tunnels and installations in the 
area. One company of the 2nd Battalion, 7th Regiment was designated as a heli- 
borne reserve* Artillery and armed helicopters were on-cdl., 

e. Execution: 

(1) 15 December 1964: Attack proceeded as planned. All elements 
converged on assigned objectives by 07300 Light resistance was encountered but 
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(1) Pereoq?IIQl '..,. "I: .Yh... ,' * e 

a . ..@J) .-i 1 3 , I i ^ . ?' 6.: . ,i 
. ..,.- ia .i 

(2) virst tong 21 2 F 

(Wmikies the 2 wounded) 

(2) lhapons 

(1) ARVN wsapons losix Hone 



. J 300 plastx explosive lbs 
. -, 't 

) 
' .* 150 Hand grenaues 1105 mine - 

30 AP mines 
7 BAR magazines 

500 Kilo rice 

5. (CMHA) XJSSONS LEARNED: The following lessons were learned as a 
result of the abov8 operation: 

a. Mast main tunnels in the area of operation had side tunnels about 
8 to 10 feetfrom the main entrance: 

d 

x 
(Figure 1) 

The most effective method of destroying these tunnels is to place the ex@osive 
at the intersection of the tunnels (wrked by X in figure 1 above), This allows 
the btastandshocrk waves to travel further. 

b,' After the tunnels have been demolished, new entrances should be 
dug $n the vicinity of the blast in order to search the tmnels thoroughly for 
rsults... 1 2 , 

Security guards should be maintained over tunnel entrances 2L+ 
hours a Gi whtis the unit remains in the area instead of only during blasting 
operatiions. -This not only allows friendly units to capture or kill Viet Gong 
attempting to escape, but also lessens sniping and grenading incidents in the 
arM~.iaf~aperations. I. 

1 8. PertmWu?encQ pays off. Units conducting thfs type of operation 
should remain in the area long enough to search thoroughly-and destroy all tun- 
nels found. 



APPENDIX 1: Sketch showing connecting passages. 
(Cut view) 
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b rh and Height: 

(5) l- 
1, Entrance of the underground tunnel, 
2, Cover of the spike pit. 
3@ Cover of the "1 

Cover is removed after tunnel is occupied. 

5. "Lower Tunneifi 
ower tunnel.! When the cover was- shut, RVN troops would only find the false tunnel (4). 

6, Entrance to escape to the upper tunnel in case the lower tunnel is discovered. 
'7* Cover of the tumel where VC could throw out javelins when RVN troops'came in range. 
8, The javelin. These could be thrown out by m&n or ejected by a spring. 
9. Exit, on& dug out when necessary for escape. 

10,. ComeC~.to.~~.t~,.only dugout.w~.mx2essarg for escape, 

(w Cover of passage, made of wood and earth.) 
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